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Ideal 1EC61850 protocol series will have some impact on communication of
power systems automation systems. As there is no certain date of wide
implementation of the [I1EC61850, it is important to guarantee
inoperability of maturing IEC 60870-5 protocol series. This paper gives
a brief description of 1EC60870-5 and IEC61850 protocol histories as
well as the current status and tries to clear out some misunderstandings
about the protocols, and also introduces some common practices of
conformance testing around the global. Suggestion of how to deploy the
conformance testing in China is also described in this paper.
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